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From Our Pastor… 

How Do We Live our Life?  

Let us lead a life of peace, of godliness and dignity, 

seeking what is good and acceptable and right in the 

sight of God, knowing that we are held by a love like 

this: 

The creator who made us still claims us in 

covenant love;  

The Redeemer who dies for our sakes lives again 

by the Word of God; and 

The Sustainer of all creation yet breathes courage 

into our hearts. Amen. 

Peace, Dignity, Covenant, Courage. -- These are the 

words which stand out to me when I read the 

Benediction above, which I heard spoken by a pastor 

at a clergy gathering. She found it as a paraphrase 

from Timothy and I heard it as a wonderful 

challenge of faith. If we could, just for a month, or a 

few weeks, or a day, claim one of these marvelous 

images of faith and live it in our daily encounters, 

what a life we would have – what an image the 

world would see in us. What a bright light would 

shine! If all we did, if every question we sought an 

answer to, or every decision we made, we first said, 

“Am I being peaceful in this?” or “Is the best dignity 

of spirit and humankind coming out in me by my 

encounter with this person?” Are my motives 

acceptable and good? How would God see my 

motives? Do I believe I am held up by love? What if 

I deeply believed – I am loveable, I am love worthy, 

I am a beloved child and God has the Holy hands of 

love holding me up for the journey? Do I believe 

God created the universe, other creatures, the natural 

world, and me? And, we are connected in a 

covenant? Do we see we have a give and take, an 

adventure of life shared because we may, not 

because we must, and that love connects us in such a 

way we cannot be separated? Do we claim Jesus as 

the hope of grace, forgiveness and eternal life which 

as I read, study and pray, the Word of God in 

scripture, I understand this mystery more fully?  

Courage. I love courage. It gets me through the 

difficult times and it sustains me in the common 

days. Courage gives me the “ump” to take a step on 

my own and know I am not alone. Courage tells me I 

will be loved even if I try and fall a bit short or finish 

at the end of the race. God will and does run with 

me. So how have you and I been living lately? Can 

we live a life of peace, of godliness and dignity? 

May courage, dignity, love and grace sustain our 

journey, 

 

Pastor Angelee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Our Volunteers for Sunday Service 

Please sign up on the sheet posted on our bulletin board or send an email the office with your 

information. Greeters, Acolytes and Scripture Readers are most needed at this time. We appreciate 

your being a vital part of our worship service each week!  

 

Our Saturday Roots & Roofs 

Worship Service  

At United Church of 

Christ East Goshen 

meets on Saturdays at 

5:30 pm. We pray that 

folks seeking a 

Saturday evening 

worship experience 

can come to know the 

unconditional love of 

God that is presented every Sunday morning from 

our pulpit! For all those looking for a new time of 

day to sing God’s praise; a more informal setting (we 

gather in Fellowship Hall), come and share a pot 

luck meal together and discussion and presentations 

on our theme which, beginning in November, will be 

sharing in uncovering gratitude in our faith and daily 

life.   
Follow us on Facebook.  Search for 

Roots and Roofs 
The Blessing of Apple Butter 

It was a beautiful day and our church was buzzing. 

Our lawn was transformed into a wonderful festival 

celebrating our annual making of the apple butter. 

The weather couldn’t have been more perfect as our 

yard was invaded by many vendors, dancers, crafters 

and, of course, a huge copper kettle. Our neighbors 

came from all around us enjoying the apple butter 

and the day. What stood out most in my mind was 

the energy of our people. There were dozens of us 

making the day happen. From the parking, stirring, 

organizing, greeting, selling, and finally cleaning up 

– we made this wonderful day happen by coming 

together and showing the community how brightly 

the Holy Spirit shines in our glorious church. We 

have a very special gift at our church, and nothing 

demonstrates that better than when we all pitch 

together in our common goal. The finances of the 

festival haven’t been fully counted yet, and it looks 

like we certainly did well,.... but the real measure of 

the day should come from the unmistakable grace 

that we show the community as we pull together as a 

church. We can be very proud of the results of our 

festival and for that I am so grateful to each of you. 

Thank you all for your help in showing the 

community how wonderful our church truly is. 

Todd Speece 

2019 ABF Chair 

“Café Script,”  The Pastor’s discussion group 

meets on Tuesday mornings from 10:30 to 12:00 

noon. Please come out and share in this opportunity 

for in-depth discussion. As we share where we each 

are in our life, we seek together to hear God’s voice 

and direction on our journey, Our time includes 

prayer, support and listening for God’s insight as we 

hear each other’s stories and read our week’s 

scripture text, and have a peek into Pastor Angelee’s 

Sunday sermon!.  

New Members Meet 10/19 at 10:00 AM  

Pastor Angelee will offer a new members class 

Saturday, October 19 at 10:00 AM. Contact the 

Pastor for more information.   

ELECTION DAY BAKE SALE 

Calling all bakers and candy makers! The Women’s 

Group will be holding its usual Election Day Bake 

Sale on Tuesday, November 5 from 7am until 7pm 

(or until our baked goods run out!). We need 

volunteers to sell on Election Day and bakers to 

provide the goodies. The sign-up sheets are in the 

Narthex! Please consider helping, as the funds raised 

are used for Christmas outreach in the community. 

Any questions, please contact Bonnie Yost or 

Avalon Wittig. 

Breakfast̶ - Tuesday Nov. 12 

From 8:30 to 10:00 am, join others 

of all ages for breakfast and 

fellowship. We meet at the West 

Chester Senior Center on East 

Union Street to enjoy a full 

breakfast. Price is $4.00 per person. 

Please join others for this fun outing!  

Christian Education -  

Thank you to Linda Ardao for presenting the 

program, “Family Roles- Unpacking your family’s 

backpack.”  



Church Financial Update 
Thank you for your consistent and generous giving 

to UCC East Goshen. This summer members have 

been very faithful in remembering their pledges and 

tithes while on vacation. Thank you! 

Your Church Council 

Music Ministry 

Our wonderful Choir has 

returned to participating in 

Worship! 

Currently, the Choir is hard 

at work learning our Christmas Cantata,"Were You 

There On That Christmas Night?" by Natalie Sleeth, 

which will be presented on Sunday, December 22nd 

during the morning Worship Service. In case of 

inclement weather, we will present it on the 29th. 

The Children's Christmas Pageant is planned for the 

Early Service on Christmas Eve. We hope to see you 

at both of these events!  

In the meantime, the Choir will continue to bring 

you inspiring and uplifting music! The Handbell 

Choir will resume rehearsing on October 13th after 

Church. We hope to play for the Harvest Home and 

Christmas Eve Services. The Singing Choir 

rehearsals are held each Sunday from 8:30am to 

9:30am and the Handbell Choir will continue to 

rehearse each week after Church. 

I want to thank all of you for your gracious support 

of me, and for the kind words you have shared with 

me about our wonderful Choir! They, too, are 

appreciative of your thankfulness for them! 

Do have a wonderful Fall and a Blessed 

Thanksgiving! 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Douglas Holder 

Director of Music Ministry 

Food and Grocery Donations  

All food and grocery donations will be given to the 

West Chester University Resource Pantry. Our 

collection focus for the fall is cereal, rice and hearty 

soups.  

Flowers at the front of the Sanctuary 

If you are interested in sponsoring 

flowers in memory of a loved one or in 

celebration of an event, please pick a 

date and sign up on the sheet hanging 

on the bulletin board in the Narthex! 

The cost is $15.00 for one vase or $25.00 for two 

vases. 

Committee Chairs 

Al Benner-Smith Growth 

Tina Larsen     Congregational Life 

Bart Yost Building & Grounds 

Linda Ardao (temp) Music & Worship 

Lucy Barber       Mission & Outreach 

Bonnie Yost      Christian Education 

Beth Sayler      Financials 

 

Amazon Smile 

Thank you to those who have shopped on Amazon 

Smile and chosen UCCEG as their charity! Please 

spread the word and encourage your friends and 

family to choose UCCEG. Every little bit helps! 

Amazon’s fundraising program will donate .5% of 

all qualified purchases directly to UCC EG. Log on 

to smileamazon.com. Select United Church of Christ 

East Goshen (spell out full name) as your charity. 

You will see the same website as amazon.com. So, 

shop as you normally would and support UCC East 

Goshen while you shop at smile.amazon.com.   

Surrey Services at UCCEG 

Surrey Services offers programs and lunch here on 

Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. If you haven’t had 

a chance to look into their programs, please review 

the events offered at www.surreyservices.org. 

UCCEG Rental Space - Spread the Word! 

Our building is conveniently located and includes 

areas for a wide variety of groups and events. 

Remember, the best advertising is word of mouth! 

Brochures with this information are available in the 

Church Narthex. (Steve Yost, sbbaa@verizon.net, 

and Todd Speece, todd.speece@gmail.com, are our 

church rental contact people.) 

West Chester Area Community Thanks Giving 

Service will be held Sunday, November 17, at 4:00 

p.m. Sponsored by West Chester Religious and 

Spiritual Council, this is a multi-faith service – All 

are welcome at Westminster Presbyterian Church, 10 

West Pleasant Grove Road, West Chester (610-399-

3377). Join in this service of gratitude with song, 

prayer and Word, with light refreshments and an 

outreach family activity.  

 

 

 

http://www.surreyservices.org/


Youth Choir 

Inviting Youth in the West Chester area! Ages 12-18 

(10-11 year olds are also welcome!). A Special 

Youth Choir will be singing John Rutter’s 

arrangement of “For the Beauty of the Earth” at the 

West Chester Area Community thanks Giving 

Service on November 17, at 4:00 pm. To join this 

special engagement choir, please contact Rachel 

Johnson at 484-593-4865 or text to 484-373-9907 / 

misterelley@hotmail.com 

OUR ADVENT BROCHUE 

All information for the upcoming Advent Brochure 

is due to the church office by November 20.   

Outside Fun and Movie night!!!!  Aladdin 

Bundle up, bring your outside chair, and enjoy a 

movie at your church. 7:30 pm, November 9th at the 

Apple butter fire pit!! Bring a friend. A free will 

offering will be received. If it rains we will move 

inside! 

Aladdin: A kind-hearted street urchin, Aladdin vies 

for the love of the beautiful princess Jasmine, the 

princess of Agrabah. When he finds a magic lamp, 

he uses a genie's magic power to make himself a 

prince in order to marry her. He is also on a mission 

to stop the powerful Jafar who plots to steal the 

magic lamp that could make his deepest wishes 

come true. Plan to enjoy this wonderful outside 

event!  

THANKSGIVING 

Richard L. Floyd 

"O give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good, for 

the Lord's steadfast love endures forever." - Psalm 

136:1 

Our family gathers around the Thanksgiving table 

every year. The venue changes, but now the menu 

does not. Once I cooked a wild turkey our sexton had 

hunted. Another year I abandoned my bread stuffing 

for a chipotle corn bread recipe I saw in a foodie 

magazine. These innovations were met with the kind 

of murmuring that a pastor hears when she changes 

the words of the Doxology, and for much the same 

reason.  

Like a familiar liturgy, the reliable sameness of the 

items on the Thanksgiving table signal some order 

amidst the turbulence that takes place from year to 

year. 

Our parents are long gone, and our children are 

grown-ups with jobs. Some are married or about to 

be. Like most families we've had our share. We have 

weathered illnesses and injuries and periods of 

joblessness. We have seen our children off to college 

and move to other coasts. We have welcomed home 

a prodigal now and then. 

So when we gather together before the turkey, 

stuffing and pumpkin pie there is something of the 

sacred about the feast before us. The simple fact of 

being together makes the time holy 

And like the sky above us, and the earth beneath our 

feet, the steadfast love of God frames our several 

journeys through time, for which we give thanks. 

Prayer 

Everlasting God, we thank you that your love and 

mercy endure to all generations. 

 

TWO WAYS TO WORSHIP at UCC EG 

Saturdays at 5:30 pm in our Fellowship Hall 

for “Roots and Roofs” 

A new way to worship! The theme through the end 

of October is family: variations, challenges, joys and 

faith. Beginning in November the theme will be 

gratitude for faith. Please join others for a meal and 

worship time. All are Welcome! 

 

Sundays at 10:00 am in our Sanctuary, where 

organ, piano and choir celebrate the traditional parts 

of worship through scripture, children’s chat, hymns, 

liturgy and preached word. Fellowship follows. All 

are invited! 

WAYS TO CONTACT US 

Rev. Angelee Benner-Smith, Pastor 

 Pastor@ucceastgoshen.org 

 Office: 610-692-2951 

 Cell: 215-771-9414 

Rev. Doug Holder, Dir. Music Ministry 

 Outrev@verizon.net 

 Cell: 760-408-3376 

Michael Hatala, Roots & Roofs Worship 

Leader 

 Mjhatala3@gmail.com 

 Cell: 610-348-7983 
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OCTOBER CALENDAR 

Oct. 13   8:30 am Choir Rehearsal 

 10:00 am  Sunday Worship,  

 11:15 am Fellowship  

 11:30 am Mission & Outreach  

 11:30 am Hand Bell Rehearsal 

Oct. 15 10:30 am Café Script 

Oct. 19 10-11:30 New Member Class 

   5:30 pm Roots & Roofs Worship 

   New Members Received 

Oct. 20   8:30 am Choir Rehearsal 

 10:00 am Sunday Family Worship  

   New Members Received 

 11:15 am Fellowship 

 11:30 am Hand Bell Rehearsal 

   3:00 pm Memorial Service for ‘Jet’ 

Oct. 21   7:00 pm Church Council Meeting 

Oct. 22 10:30 am Café Script 

Oct. 26      5:30 pm Roots & Roofs Worship 

Oct. 27   8:30 am Choir Rehearsal 

 10:00 am Sunday Worship 

   Healing Service 

 11:15 am Fellowship 

 11:30 am Hand Bell Rehearsal 

Oct. 29 10:30 am Café Script 

Nov. 2 5:30 pm Roots & Roofs Worship 

Nov.3   8:30 am Choir Rehearsal 

 10:00 am Sunday Worship  

   Communion Shared  

 11:15 am Fellowship 

 11:30 am Hand Bell Rehearsal 

   2:00 pm Worship @ Bellingham 

   2:30 pm Ursinus Fall Meeting @  

   Brownbeck UCC 

 

 

Every Monday 7:00 pm – AA Meeting 
Every Tuesday 7:30 pm – GA Meeting 
Every Tues., Thurs. & Fri. 9am-3pm –   
  Surrey Services for Seniors 
 
 
 
 

NOVEMBER CALENDAR 

Nov. 2   5:30 pm Roots & Roofs Worship 

Nov.3   8:30 am Choir Rehearsal 

 10:00 am Sunday Worship  

   Communion Shared  

 11:15 am Fellowship 

 11:30 am Hand Bell Rehearsal 

Nov. 5 8am-8pm VOTING at Church 

   Bake Sale!! 

Nov. 6   6:30 pm Music & Worship Mtg 

Nov. 7 by 10:30 Salvation Army Meal 

Nov. 9   5:30 pm Roots & Roofs Worship 

   7:30 pm Movie Night-Aladdin 

Nov.10   8:30 am Choir Rehearsal 

 10:00 am Sunday Worship  

 11:15 am Fellowship 

 11:30 am Hand Bell Rehearsal 

 11:30 am Christian Ed Meeting 

Nov. 12   8:30 am Senior Center Breakfast 

 10:30 am Café Script 

Nov. 16   5:30 pm Roots & Roofs Worship 

Nov. 17   8:30 am Choir Rehearsal 

 10:00 am Sunday Family Worship  

   McManus Baptism 

 11:15 am Fellowship 

 11:30 am Hand Bell Rehearsal 

   2:30 pm PSEC Fall Meeting 

Nov. 18   7:00 pm Church Council Meeting 

Nov. 19 10:30 am Café Script 

Nov. 23   5:30 pm Roots & Roofs Worship 

Nov. 24   8:30 am Choir Rehearsal 

 10:00 am  Sunday Worship  

   Harvest Sunday 

 11:15 am Fellowship  

 11:30 am Hand Bell Rehearsal 

Nov. 26 10:30 am Café Script 

Nov. 28  A Blessed Thanksgiving 
  to You! 
Nov. 30   5:30 pm Roots & Roofs Worship 
 
 
 
 
 


