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2020 UCCEG ANNUAL MEETING
(January 31, 202)

AGENDA

CALL TO ORDER
OPENING PRAYER
WELCOME MEMBERS AND FRIENDS
APPROVAL OF MINUTES--- 2019 ANNUAL MEETING
PASTOROGS REPORT
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY
COUNCIL REPORTS
2020 FINANCIAL YEAR IN REVIEW
PROPOSED 2021 BUDGET
2021 COUNCIL NOMINATIONS
CLOSING PRAYER

ADJOURNMENT
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UCCEG Annual Congregational Meeting
January 26, 2020
Minutes

Call To Order: Linda Ardao, President of Council, called the UCCEG Annual Congrega-
tional Meeting to order at 11:50 AM in the Fellowship Hall of the church.

Pastor Angelee led the Opening Prayer with Our United Church of Christ East Goshen
Mission Statement.

Welcome Members and Friends: Linda Ardao welcomed attendees and guests.
Approval of minutes from 2019 Annual Meeting:

Discussion and Corrections included:

« From the 2019 minutes, Tina Larsen’s name is actually spelled “Larsen.”

Without further discussion, A Motion to recommend the approval of the 2019 Annual
Meeting Minutes with the correction noted was made by Chuck Gosselink, seconded by
Todd Speece. All in favor. None opposed. The motion passed.

Linda thanked Lucy Barber for putting together the power point, and Leslie and Al for
putting together the reports.

Pastor’s Report: In addition to the highlights in the Power Point Pastor Angelee not-
ed:

« Staff changes noted from the past year (Doug Holder, Michael Hatala, Phyllis Kinser).
New relationships with Surrey Senior Services using our space three days per week;
thank Steve Yost and Todd Speece for taking care of the details of these relation-
ships. Eagle Scouts, music, recitals; we are really using the facility. A new relation-
ship with Bellingham - worship the first Sunday of the month with the residents
there.

« Challenges: the banners had to be removed from the front fence - we can only use
our sign.

« Salvation Army meals - see Bonnie Yost to help with these as more volunteers are
needed.

« Thanks those for their contributions to the budget deficit - our members rose to the
occasion!

« Two concerns: lower attendance on Sundays: ten to fifteen fewer people are at-
tending each Sunday and Council positions that are still open.

« We have Commitment, Courage and Vision for the year ahead.
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President’s Report: Linda Ardao highlighted:

« She would like to see members and friends participate in more fun, social activities
together, to “refill our tanks”

« Committee chairs - really do a lot for the work of the church: “little-big things” that
are jobs that everyone can do, don’t have to be on a committee

« Signage - a new sign has moved up on our priority list for this year.
« Developing an Emergency Response Team for any kind of emergency, and being safe.

« Storage - along with our growth in activities, we need to have better organized
space.

« Looking ahead to our 50th Anniversary Celebration in 2021

Council Reports

Building and Grounds Report: Bart Yost, Chair, highlighted that it was a busy year co-
ordinating new groups using the building, and evaluating storage and cleaning to cre-
ate more efficient use of space. Capital Budget planning for larger projects. Roof
assessments have shown “wear;” an immediate concern are for some repairs around
the steeple. Someone asked how old is this roof; Bart responded that the roof on the
sanctuary is coming up on twenty years. He has a good team that gets things done.

Don Rising asked about the alarm system. Bart responded that the fire alarm is set up
but is not being used since the pipe incident. The burglar alarm is not activated at
present with all the groups going in and out.

Pastor Angelee asked for clarification around the dumpster in the parking lot. Bart
said we share the cost with Surrey Services. The dumpster is locked and the key is in
the kitchen closet.

Carol Swingle reminded members that when they drop off donations for the church to
please go through someone on Council since we need to find a place for it, and note
who gave it.

Wendy suggested to have the sign facing 352 as well as Greenhill Road, since the light
is a long one with time to read the sign. Linda will organize a committee to work on
the sign.

Christian Education Report: Bonnie Yost, Chair, highlighted the four youth that were
confirmed on May 19th. The children painted flower pots for Mother’s Day. The chil-
dren’s offering continues to support Nataly in Peru, who is now studying nursing in
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university. The Children's Christmas Pageant was held on December 15th. Some funds
were donated to a mission trip that is heading down to Peru in March.

Congregational Life: In Tina's absence, Linda thanked Tina and Carol for the activi-
ties. We had a movie night. Linda asked members to think about ideas for activities
that they would like to participate in.

Growth Committee: Al Benner-Smith, Chair, thanked everyone for their hospitality
and for sharing our message. All of the members are our greatest resource. Check
out and wear your new name tag.

Don is pleased that Surrey Services is using our building.

Mission and Outreach: Lucy Barber, Chair, expressed her gratitude for the opportunity
to serve on Council, and to learn about how the church works. Small mission projects
were completed. Lucy thanked members for their generosity - and the Five For Five
missions. We did a nice job with donations to the West Chester University Resource
Pantry for students who are suffering hardships. 105 pairs of socks were donated to
Old First Reformed UCC in Philadelphia from the Christmas Tree donations. Lucy
made an appeal for volunteers to join the mission team. Plans are underway for a
dinner in May for the homeless and partnering with LGBTQ efforts. Roots & Roofs is
packaging leftover dinners for WCU Resource Pantry. Multi-generational groups are
getting started with Surrey Senior Services.

Worship and Music Report: Linda Ardao shared the creativity of the committee which
has functioned with many members and no chair. Ann Boohar doing the monthly re-
port, Bunny Watts is attending Council meeting. Ann shared some of the behind the
scenes workers, helping with Communion, for example. Sue Ogram helps with the
acolytes. Linda thanked those who have done so much, and the Yosts and others who
take the Christmas decorations down.

Marilyn van Lenten’s sticker is still in the sacristy.

Financial Secretary: Todd Speece thanked everyone for their Stewardship efforts.
Todd reminded members they can still send in pledges. There are sixty two (62) regu-
lar giving units. We try to keep track for your taxes. There were twenty eight (28)
units that pledged in 2019. So far in 2020, there are twenty four (24). There are five
units that are regular givers, but are not pledgers. The total amount pledged last
year was just over $100,000. This year is $93,000 - with the additional five non-
pledgers would be over $108,000 with an increase. Todd reminded members that the
only way the Financial Team can estimate the budget is by counting pledges.

Financial Reports: Beth Sayler explained the Treasurer’'s Report. Beth thanked
everyone for their generous giving. Last year's budget was passed with a deficit. The
budget not only balanced, giving was above and beyond the church walls.
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Balance Sheet: Beth continued that we ended the year with $11,000 in the bank.
Everything in the Edward Jones account/Capital is earmarked. Memorials. TheR & R
grant has $4000 left and this will be spent. The insurance claim paid for everything
with $3000 left. The mortgage balance is down to $23,000 with about four years re-
maining.

Carol Swingle asked about the savings from 2018 to 2019 - paid from the grant money
such as equipment, and worship leader. Beth said it is being spent on what it is allo-
cated for.

Actual vs Budget 2019: referring to the middle column: Offering envelopes $110,000
received $125,000. Loose offering was $3000 over. Roots & Roofs contributions are
increasing. Use of building was over budget due to Surrey Services rental (budget
148, actually took in 172). Ministry was under budget due to the vacancy of the Music
Minister. The Conference asked churches to increase their OCWM (Our Churches
Wider Mission) giving, which we did by $88. Beth shared that OCWM originally gave us
a subsidy for our first pastor and we have felt strongly to give back for this reason.
Overall expenses are slightly under budget.

2020 Proposed Budget: Beth continued - budgeted $125,000 - to balance last year we
need income of $137,000. Miscellaneous extra income is from Amazon Smile, Giant
gift cards (see Bonnie Jackson). Expenses for 2020 are forecasted to be $12,000 more
than 2019. Ministry (salary and benefits) is the bulk of this. The administrative sec-
retary position was increased to $15/hour. The Music Minister salary is up based on
Conference guidelines for a guest minister (5200 per Sunday). We currently pay $150,
so we increased it to $175. Benefits/housing/insurance all went up. Minister salary
according to Conference guidelines would range 61,000, which is the bottom of the
range. Council agreed to increase Pastor Angelee's salary from $54,000 to $59,000.
The increase affects pension and Social Security taxes also.

Cliff Keljikian asked about the increase for the $137,000 discrepancy. Beth responded
mostly for a full year with Surrey Services. Don Rising pointed out that we lost some
income from members who left the church. Ann asked about the Apple Butter Festi-
val income - it is in special projects. $3900 for the second service leader.

Don thanked Beth for her diligent work on the budget.

With no further discussion, A Motion to recommend approval of the 2019 Year End
Budget, subject to audit, was made by Bonnie Yost, seconded by Don Rising. All in fa-
vor. None opposed. The motion passed.

With no further discussion, A Motion to recommend approval of the proposed 2020
Budget was made by Todd Speece, seconded by Don Rising. All in favor. None op-
posed. The motion passed.
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There are sheets on the back table to sign up for scripture readers and greeters. As
for collection of “stuff,” if anyone wants to donate a gift to the church, a decision to
check with Council before donating it or bringing it, and Council accepting it for
proper acknowledgement and storage.

The slate of candidates was presented by the Nominations Committee for the 2020
Church Council. Don Rising Vice President; Beth Sayler Treasurer; Christian Education
Dawn Lawhon, Congregational Life Lin Dean with help from Carol Swingle.

Todd Speece pointed out that Beth's tenure is an exception to our bylaws; and Al Ben-
ner-Smith as a spouse on Council is not our usual practice, but due to the lack of vol-
unteers, we are allowing it. The Pastor is not a voting member. Todd handed out year
end statements to members who were present. If anyone has any questions or correc-
tions about their giving, please see Todd.

A Motion to recommend that Beth Sayler stay on for a fifth term on Council in the po-
sition of Treasurer, was made by Pam Onyx, seconded by Steve Yost. All in favor.
None opposed. The motion passed.

With no further discussion, A Motion to recommend approval of the slate of 2020
Church Council candidates was made by Steve Yost, seconded by Cliff Keljikian. All in
favor. None opposed. The motion passed.

Adjournment

With no further business for discussion, A Motion for adjournment was made by Steve
Yost, seconded by Lucy Barber. All in favor. None opposed. The motion passed. The
meeting was adjourned at 1:20 PM.

Pastor Angelee led the Closing prayer.

Respectfully submitted,

Leslie Siebert,
Council Secretary

Those in attendance: (see attached)
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Pastod s Annual Report

Pastords thoughts for 2020

Church, our UCCEG church, and millions of others all over the globe, changed this year, and we all have
struggled We have strugled to be the church in a worldwide pandemic. We have stigyhésit each other,
worship in the same room, share fellowship or any mé& have struggled with offerings, financesatreach,
missions, meetingprayer gatherings, funesalbaptismsweddings, live streaming, zoom, volunteers, new
members classeand Christian education, &%ave had to limit any sick visits and had no hospital or-shut

visits or face to face time We have dealt with very different opinions and una@grdings of sadty in a time of
pandemic, we have remov8iblesandhymnals fom our pewsnd putcoffee pots away. We have struggled

to remain faithful, prayecentered angbyful, while all around us has been chaotic, lontli},of fear, riskand
uncertairty. We have each atome time during this yedrad the thought Mdybethis is my last year, maybe |

will be astatisticd ead f r omafmT™heéd owi rclano |l keep my | oved ones

Yes,this has beenlang year, and only now we can begin é&@ some possiliiles which will change these
many monthsinto something we carecognize as a church life and ministry which we all thought before was a
given.

But think of what we have don#/ed i d n 6t mi of worship,trid ourdhangs at a neiwndraiser calld
fionl i ne A We havechined three new staff membdenTroutman as our office administrator, Michael
Hatala as oudirector ofmusic ministry, and Maxwelbtately as a leaddior our Roots andRoofs Saturday
service We have pragd, studied th8ible, joined together for meetingscordedhildrend shatsand
stewardshipnoments albnline  We had a stewardship campaign, welcomed new memiadsyorshippers
from Florida, New England, Virgiaj Tennesseand even Englantine in to our Sundayve streamingWe
stood up for justice by declaring that BldakesMatter as much as all other lives matter to the God we trust
and believe inwho is color blind and passionate abthis beloved communityWe continued to makand
deliver salvation armyneals, collected an abundarafegloves hats and blankets foéhe homelessWe

delivered smalloavesof sweetbread, sentmany birthday cards, kept connected through an advent devotional,
andnewsletters We shared Holy @Gmmunion, and even lit candlesour homes as we heafdent Night sung
from our churctsarctuary.

We are Godbés resilient and c o uSarigcamaet beortanedotimtedt vy |
toone placeronesanctuary b ut G ofdJditg, isspnectednta | pl aces and ti mes
gather inprayerful purpseand Faith.

Thisyearhas reminded me of the powerful message of unitingeldbaredwhenonthe first Sunday of
October each yeawe celebrate worldwide commion. Over miles, in differériime zones, with cultures, and
languages which could be bams,with people we cannot sese believe weare one people, with one God. We
declare as we gather that our unthatour powerful faith changes the trajecyoof evil and injustice in the
world. NO matter where we@ we are connected to a povidrenergy of Good of Hope andove that will not
let us go.

| prayto see you in person soon but until we meet agaay, God Hold you in the Palm and grade¢he
Almighty hands.

Reverend Angelee Benrgmith Pastor
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UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST EAST GOSHEN

REPORT OF MEMBERSHIP STATISTICS FOR 2020
Submitted by: Rev. Angelee Benremith

New Members Receivedl

10/19/20 Todd Layser Affirmation of Faith fran Imago Dein Glen Mills

Transferred Memberships: 2

Kelly Hanshew and Debbie Winn
Both transferred t€ollenbrookUCC Drexel Hill PA

Members Removed 7

Removed atheir own request7
Charleen Erhardt
Sonya Hash
Aisha Dawe
Bill Dawe
Lin Dean
Brian Redding
Timothy Sayler

Baptisms
Name Parents Born Baptized
Jaxon Helm Sheley & Brad Helm 2/1419 2/9/2020
Harper Yost Nina & Adam Yost 11/5/19 11/5/2020

Weddings/Marriages
Andrea Testa & StélVeikel 10/3/2020

Deaths/Funerls: 5 members & ZFriends of UCCEG

Name Died: ServiceLocation

BeverlyMyles 1/6/20 UCCEG - service 1/9/20burial at Washington memorial Park
Paramas NJ on 1/9/20

*Gladis Houchins 3/15/20 *Friend of the church

Doris Flicker 8/6/20 No service held at UCCEG

Irma Darca 8/29/20 No service at UCCEGA graveside service was held on
Sept 3 at St John'slnion Cemetery irFriedensbudPA

*Jack Mahard 11/24/20 *friend of UCCEG- died in Philadelpia, PA- No service held

Suzan Ogram 12/5/20 UCCEG Membei service on December 12Burial at
Birmingham cemeteryWest Chester PA

Janet Jones 2020 UCCEG Menterno service held, body donatedsicience
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Our Life Togethner

2 1 1 5 96

Baplisms ~ Weddings ~— New Deatns  Confirined
Members Members
Membership Data for 220

Membership asof 12/3119 109
Members added in 20 1
Members died in @0 5
Members transferred in 20 2
Members removed in 20 7
Confirmed members as of 12/320 96

Unconfirmed Children

26

Children

Sunday School and Nursery, Connected Through Parents

As of December 31, 220
Total: 28

Barber, Matilda
Barber, Rafael
BennerSmith, Alaina
BennerSmith, Anastasia
Casey, Grace
Casey, Eleanor
Duca, Evan

Duca, Marley

Duca, Eli

Duca, Madeke
Helm, Brynn

Helm, Jaxon
Keates, Jacob
Keith, Sophia
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Keljikian, Madelyn
Knight, Kaitlyn
Knight, Rachel
Lawhon, Aaron
Minot, Lacey
Moffett, Maddine
Pickel, Sophie
Rising, Amy
Rising, Eva
Rising, Luc
Williams, Michael
Yost, Lily Ann
Yost, Nataie
Yost, Harper
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Ardao, Linda

Bailey, Christine
Bailey, Steven
Bailey, Christopher
Bailey, Josh

Barber, Lucy
Barber, William
Barkley, Usha
BennerSmith, Allen
BennerSmith, Andrei
BennerSmith, Rev. Angelee
BennerSmith, Cole
BennerSmith, Janae
BennerSmith, Ritter
Boohar, Ann
Burnhan, Michael
Burkhart, Scott
Casey, Denise
Casey, Evan

Casg, Jodan
Casey, Steven

Catt, Beverly
Dunleavy, Aidan
Elder,Mary
Frankum, Julie
Giere, Daniel

Giere, Kate
Gonzales, Israel
Gosselink, Rev. Charlotte
Gosselink, Chuck
Gotshall, Elwood

Membership List as of December 31, 2D

Total: 96

Halberg, Bé&te
Halberg, Walter
Hegarty,Amanda CL
Helm, Rochelle
Hunter, Raymond
Jackson, Bonie
Kauffman, Karen
Keates, Andrew
Keates, Beth Anne
Keates, Brian
Keith, Candice
Keith, David
Keljikian, CIiff
Keljikian, Hayden
Lambert, Carole
Larsen, Christine
Lawhon, Dawn
Lawn, Luke
Layser, Todd
Lubnow, Anna
Lubnow, Michele
Mahard, Andy
Meister, Jacque
Minot, Jessica
Nelson, Erik
Nelson, Josh
Nelson, Pamela
Ogram, William
Onyx, Pam
Pickel,Allison
Pickel, Brendon
Porter, Aiden

Redding, Anne
Redding, Brad
Resides, Jane
Rising, Do
Roeder, Mary Betty
Sayler, Beth
Saykr, Geoffrey C
Sayler, Rebecc@lL
SpanglerErin CL
SpanglerKaitlin CL
Spangler, KathyCL
SpanglerMichael CL
Siebert, Leslie
Speece, Elasbeth
Speece, Todd
Swert, ConnieCL
Swingle, Carol
Testa, Andrea
Watts, Bunny
Weikel, Stef
Wikowski, Hannah
Wikowski, Lisa
Wikowski, Sadie
Williams, Annajane
Williams, Penny
Wittig, Avalon
Yost, Adam

Yost, Barton

Yost, Bonnie

Yost, Cathy

Yost, Eva

Yost, Kyle

Yost, Stee

* |n accordance with our church Constitution and bylaws, CL indicates membeavinaw entering the third yeaf no
participationin the life of UCCEG(no contactgiving or attendance)These people may be removed from our membership rolls if
their gatus has not changed by December 2021.
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Friends of UCC East Goshen
As of Decenber 31, 220

Total 48

For any corrections or additions, please contact our church office.

Benner,Pauline

Benner, Rev. Richard

Bennet, Rosanne
Cay, Taylor
Cauble, Andrea
Duca, Michael
Gerlach, Therese
Grim,Andy
Hatalala, Michael
Helm, Brian
Hughes, Roébrt
Hughes, Patsie
Katucki, Jeanne
Keith, Nathan
Keljikian, Rhonda
Koon, Matthew

Lubnow, Fred
Mahard, Thea
McManus, Nance
Neilson, Rowan
Nelson,Kris
Neumann, Karen
Neumann, Peter
Onyx, Ray

Pauli, Dorothy
Redling, Richard
Resides, Frank
Rising, Gloria
Sayler, Greg
Siebert, Joyce
Smith, Shawonette
SpeecePatrick
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Springer, Joanne
Springer, Joseph
Staley, Maxwell
Thornton, Bob
Thornton, Eliza
Van Lenten, Marilyn
Wall, Wendy
Williams, Amanda
Williams, Brandy
Williams, Diane
Williams, Reynold
Weber, Claudh
Weber, Mike
Yerkes, John
Yerkes,Leone
Yost, Nina
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Music Ministry
2020 Annual Report

Despite the many challenges of the 2020 year, the musistnyi program at the United Church of Christ
East Goshen was able to continue their ministry in order to serve the needs of our congregation. For the
first known time, we were unable to have a traditional choir sing at the Sunday services due tecetiite cur
pandemic. Our team needed to go virtugllive streaming our Sunday services, and music, on Facebook
Live. As the new director of music ministry stepping into my role during a global pandemic, | truly believe
that we were able to make the most aoftthe year by utilizing the many talents bétvolunteers involved

in our music ministry program.

Please see the music ministry highlights from this year listed below:

Special music by various vocalists throughout the year including: Cathy, Eva, and Lily Yost, Todd
Layser, Grace Schairer, Todd Speece, Carol Swingle, Al8mitheand Joe Molnar.

Special music by various instrumentalists throughout the gelarding: Rowan Neilson (Drums),
Grace Schairer (Trumpet), Al BenS8ermith (Trombone), Kyle Yost (Guitar).

A team of technical support volunteers including: Bart Yost, Al Benner Smith, Cole Benner Smith,
and David Keith. Our technical support teara beenable to ensure that the congregation,

watching from home, are able to enjoy high quality music virtually from the comfort of their home.
Handbell performances were given at both our Easter and Christmas Eve services this year.

An outdoor srvice wa given in the Fall in which we were able to incorporate 3 singers and 3
instrumentalists via social distancing. We were able to provide multiple special music selections
for the congregation at this service.

We were able to provide the corggation wth a service composed entirely of music on the week

of Thanksgiving. This service was arranged by myself and supported by various instrumental and
vocal volunteers.

Throughout the year, we were able to have many new vocalists voluntéetalleatsfor the first

Time at UCCEG including Grace Schairer, Todd Layser, and Joe Molnar.

We were able to incorporate various types of music throughout the year including: Traditional
Hymns, Contemporary Christian, Christian RodknBual Musi, Gospel, red Classical.

| continue to be particularly encouraged by the talent of those involved with the music ministry program at
UCCEG. | look forward to the day where we are able to safely have a choir or instrumentalists play
together as | canrdy fathom what it would be like to blend the talents of those who currently volunteer.

| look forward to another great year at UCCEGtha gradual return to normalcy. My vision for 2021 is
growth! Growth of members of the church and thus growth ofrthesic ministry program. | look forward

to developing a plan to meet this goal by working closely with our growth committee and @mt curr
volunteers.

Thanks so much and God Bless!

Michael Hatala
Director of Music Ministry
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Roots & Roofs
2020 Ann ual Report

I began serving as worship leader for Roots and Roofs in August of 2020. Since then we

have covered a variety of topics including the Beatitudes, Advent, covenant, Epiphany
(including a guest speaker), and are now exploring spiritual practices to bring into our
everyday lives. The average attendance is approximately 8 participants per week. As we

move forward through 2021, | am focu sed on continued growth in Roots and Roofs
attendance as well as increased community outreach and tithing. The nex t planning

meeting for Roots and Roofs is February 8, 2021

Maxwell Staley
Roo ts & Roofs Worship Leader
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