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2020 UCCEG ANNUAL MEETING  
(January 31, 2021) 

 

AGENDA 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

 

WELCOME MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES --- 2019 ANNUAL MEETING 

 

PASTORôS REPORT 

 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY 

 

COUNCIL REPORTS 

 

2020 FINANCIAL YEAR IN REVIEW 

 

PROPOSED 2021 BUDGET 

 

2021 COUNCIL NOMINATIONS 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
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Pastorôs Annual Report 

 

Pastorôs thoughts for 2020 

 

Church, our UCCEG church, and millions of others all over the globe, changed this year, and we all have 

struggled. We have struggled to be the church in a worldwide pandemic. We have struggled to visit each other, 

worship in the same room, share fellowship or any meal.  We have struggled with offerings, finances, outreach, 

missions, meetings, prayer gatherings, funerals, baptisms, weddings, live streaming, zoom, volunteers, new 

members classes, and Christian education, We have had to limit any sick visits and had no hospital or shut-in 

visits or face to face time.  We have dealt with very different opinions and understandings of safety in a time of 

pandemic, we have removed Bibles and hymnals from our pews and put coffee pots away.   We have struggled 

to remain faithful, prayer-centered and joyful, while all around us has been chaotic, lonely, full of fear, risk and 

uncertainty. We have each at some time during this year, had the thought, ñMaybe this is my last year, maybe I 

will be a statistic, dead from ñThe virusò and how can I keep my loved ones safe?ò 

 

Yes, this has been a long year, and only now we can begin to see some possibilities which will change these 

many months, into something we can recognize as a church life and ministry which we all thought before was a 

given. 

 

But think of what we have done, We didnôt miss a Sunday of worship, tried our hands at a new fundraiser called 

ñOnline Auctionò.  We have hired three new staff members: Jen Troutman as our office administrator, Michael 

Hatala as our director of music ministry, and Maxwell Stately, as a leader for our Roots and Roofs Saturday 

service. We have prayed, studied the Bible, joined together for meetings, recorded childrenôs chats and 

stewardship moments all online.  We had a stewardship campaign, welcomed new members, had worshippers 

from Florida, New England, Virginia, Tennessee and even England tune in to our Sunday live streaming. We 

stood up for justice by declaring that Black Lives Matter as much as all other lives matter to the God we trust 

and believe in, who is color blind and passionate about this beloved community. We continued to make and 

deliver salvation army meals, collected an abundance of gloves, hats and blankets for the homeless.  We 

delivered small loaves of sweet bread, sent many birthday cards, kept connected through an advent devotional, 

and newsletters.  We shared Holy Communion, and even lit candles in our homes as we heard Silent Night sung 

from our church sanctuary. 

 

We are Godôs resilient and courageous community, we know that the Holy Spirit cannot be contained or limited 

to one place or one sanctuary, but Godôs spirit of Unity, is connected in all places and times when Godôs people 

gather in prayerful purpose and Faith. 

 

This year has reminded me of the powerful message of uniting Hope shared, when on the first Sunday of 

October each year, we celebrate worldwide communion. Over miles, in different time zones, with cultures, and 

languages which could be barriers, with people we cannot see, we believe we are one people, with one God. We 

declare as we gather that our unity, that our powerful faith changes the trajectory of evil and injustice in the 

world. NO matter where we are, we are connected to a powerful energy of Good, of Hope and love that will not 

let us go. 

 

I pray to see you in person soon but until we meet again, may God Hold you in the Palm and grace of the 

Almighty hands.     

                                      

Reverend Angelee Benner-Smith, Pastor 
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UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST EAST GOSHEN  

REPORT OF MEMBERSHIP STATISTICS FOR 2020 
Submitted by: Rev. Angelee Benner-Smith 

 

New Members Received: 1 

 

10/19/20 Todd Layser  Affirmation of Faith from Imago Dei in Glen Mills 

   

 

Transferred Memberships: 2 

 
Kelly Hanshew and Debbie Winn 

Both transferred to Collenbrook UCC Drexel Hill PA 

 

  

Members Removed: 7 

 

Removed at their own request: 7 

Charleen Erhardt 

Sonya Hash 

Aisha Dawe 

Bill Dawe 

Lin Dean  

Brian Redding 

Timothy Sayler 

 

  

Baptisms  

       Name    Parents    Born  Baptized 

 Jaxon Helm  Shelley & Brad Helm   2/14/19 2/9/2020 

 Harper Yost  Nina & Adam Yost   11/5/19   11/5/2020 

 

 

Weddings/Marriages 

 Andrea Testa & Stef Weikel   10/3/2020 

 

Deaths/Funerals: 5 members & 2 Friends of UCCEG 

 

Name Died:  Service Location 

Beverly Myles 1/6/20  UCCEG  - service 1/9/20, burial at Washington memorial Park  

      Paramas NJ on 1/9/20                       

*Gladis Houchins 3/15/20  *Friend of the church, 

Doris Flicker          8/6/20  No service held at UCCEG  

Irma Darcas           8/29/20  No service at UCCEG - A graveside service was held on  

       Sept. 3 at St John's Union Cemetery in Friedensbug PA 

*Jack Mahard 11/24/20  * friend of UCCEG - died in Philadelphia, PA - No service held 

Suzan Ogram 12/5/20  UCCEG Member ï service on  December 12, Burial at  

     Birmingham cemetery, West Chester PA 

Janet Jones 2020  UCCEG Member no service held, body donated to science 
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Membership Data for 2020 

 

       Membership as of 12/31/19 109 

Members added in 2020 1 

Members died in 2020  5 

Members transferred in 2020 2 

Members removed in 2020 7 

Confirmed members as of 12/31/20 96 

 

 

 

 

Unconfirmed Children  

Sunday School and Nursery, Connected Through Parents 

As of December 31, 2020 

Total:  28 

 

Barber, Matilda 

Barber, Rafael 

Benner-Smith, Alaina 

Benner-Smith, Anastasia 

Casey, Grace 

Casey, Eleanor 

Duca, Evan 

Duca, Marley 

Duca, Eli 

Duca, Madeline 

Helm, Brynn 

Helm, Jaxon 

Keates, Jacob 

Keith, Sophia 

Keljikian, Madelyn 

Knight, Kaitlyn  

Knight, Rachel  

Lawhon, Aaron 

Minot, Lacey 

Moffett, Madeline 

Pickel, Sophie 

Rising, Amy 

Rising, Eva 

Rising, Luc 

Williams, Michael 

Yost, Lily Ann 

         Yost, Natalie 

Yost, Harper 
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Membership List as of December 31, 2020 

Total:  96 
 

Ardao, Linda 

Bailey, Christine 

Bailey, Steven 

Bailey, Christopher 

Bailey, Josh  

Barber, Lucy 

Barber, William 

Barkley, Usha 

Benner-Smith, Allen  

Benner-Smith, Andrei  

Benner-Smith, Rev. Angelee 

Benner-Smith, Cole 

Benner-Smith, Janae 

Benner-Smith, Ritter  

Boohar, Ann 

Burnham, Michael 

Burkhart, Scott 

Casey, Denise 

Casey, Evan 

Casey, Jordan 

Casey, Steven 

Catt, Beverly 

Dunleavy, Aidan 

Elder, Mary 

Frankum, Julie 

Giere, Daniel 

Giere, Kate 

Gonzales, Israel 

Gosselink, Rev. Charlotte  

Gosselink, Chuck  

Gotshall, Elwood  

Halberg, Bette 

Halberg, Walter 

Hegarty,Amanda CL 

Helm, Rochelle  

Hunter, Raymond 

Jackson, Bonnie 

Kauffman, Karen 

Keates, Andrew 

Keates, Beth Anne  

Keates, Brian 

Keith, Candice 

Keith, David 

Keljikian, Cliff  

Keljikian, Hayden 

Lambert, Carole  

Larsen, Christine 

Lawhon, Dawn 

Lawn, Luke  

Layser, Todd 

Lubnow, Anna 

Lubnow, Michelle  

Mahard, Andy 

Meister, Jacque  

Minot, Jessica 

Nelson, Erik 

Nelson, Josh 

Nelson, Pamela  

Ogram, William 

Onyx, Pam 

Pickel, Allison 

Pickel, Brendon 

Porter, Aiden 

Redding, Anne 

Redding, Brad  

Resides, Jane  

Rising, Don  

Roeder, Mary Betty 

Sayler, Beth 

Sayler, Geoffrey CL 

Sayler, Rebecca CL 

Spangler, Erin   CL 

Spangler, Kaitlin CL 

Spangler, Kathy CL 

Spangler, Michael CL  

Siebert, Leslie 

Speece, Elisabeth  

Speece, Todd 

Swert, Connie CL 

Swingle, Carol  

Testa, Andrea 

Watts, Bunny 

Weikel, Stef 

Wikowski, Hannah 

Wikowski, Lisa  

Wikowski, Sadie 

Williams, Anna jane 

Williams, Penny 

Wittig, Avalon 

Yost, Adam 

Yost, Barton 

Yost, Bonnie 

Yost, Cathy 

Yost, Eva 

Yost, Kyle 

Yost, Steve 

 
 

 

 

 

 

* In accordance with our church Constitution and bylaws, CL indicates members who are now entering the third year of no 

participation in the life of UCCEG, (no contact, giving or attendance).  These people may be removed from our membership rolls if 

their status has not changed by December 2021. 
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Friends of UCC East Goshen 

As of December 31, 2020 

Total 48 
For any corrections or additions, please contact our church office. 

 

Benner,Pauline 

Benner, Rev. Richard 

Bennet, Rosanne 

Casey, Taylor 

Cauble, Andrea 

Duca, Michael 

Gerlach, Therese 

Grim,Andy 

Hatalala, Michael 

Helm, Brian 

Hughes, Robert 

Hughes, Patsie 

Katucki, Jeanne  

Keith, Nathan 

Keljikian, Rhonda 

Koon, Matthew 

Lubnow, Fred 

Mahard, Thea  

McManus, Nance 

Neilson, Rowan 

Nelson, Kris 

Neumann, Karen 

Neumann, Peter 

Onyx, Ray 

Pauli, Dorothy 

Redding, Richard 

Resides, Frank 

Rising, Gloria 

Sayler, Greg 

Siebert, Joyce 

Smith, Shawonette 

Speece, Patrick 

 

Springer, Joanne 

Springer, Joseph 

Staley, Maxwell 

Thornton, Bob 

Thornton, Eliza 

Van Lenten, Marilyn 

Wall, Wendy 

Williams, Amanda 

Williams, Brandy 

Williams, Diane 

Williams, Reynold 

Weber, Claudia 

Weber, Mike 

Yerkes, John 

Yerkes, Leone 

Yost, Nina 
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Music Ministry 
2020 Annual Report 

 
Despite the many challenges of the 2020 year, the music ministry program at the United Church of Christ  
East Goshen was able to continue their ministry in order to serve the needs of our congregation. For the  
first known time, we were unable to have a traditional choir sing at the Sunday services due to the current  
pandemic. Our team needed to go virtual by live streaming our Sunday services, and music, on Facebook  
Live. As the new director of music ministry stepping into my role during a global pandemic, I truly believe  
that we were able to make the most out of the year by utilizing the many talents of the volunteers involved  
in our music ministry program.  
 
Please see the music ministry highlights from this year listed below:  
 

   Special music by various vocalists throughout the year including: Cathy, Eva, and Lily Yost, Todd  
 Layser, Grace Schairer, Todd Speece, Carol Swingle, Al Benner-Smith, and Joe Molnar.  

  Special music by various instrumentalists throughout the year including: Rowan Neilson (Drums),  
Grace Schairer (Trumpet), Al Benner-Smith (Trombone), Kyle Yost (Guitar).  

  A team of technical support volunteers including: Bart Yost, Al Benner Smith, Cole Benner Smith,  
and David Keith. Our technical support team has been able to ensure that the congregation,  
watching from home, are able to enjoy high quality music virtually from the comfort of their home.  

  Hand-bell performances were given at both our Easter and Christmas Eve services this year.  
  An outdoor service was given in the Fall in which we were able to incorporate 3 singers and 3  

instrumentalists via social distancing. We were able to provide multiple special music selections  
for the congregation at this service.  

  We were able to provide the congregation with a service composed entirely of music on the week  
of Thanksgiving. This service was arranged by myself and supported by various instrumental and  
vocal volunteers.  

  Throughout the year, we were able to have many new vocalists volunteer their talents for the first  
Time at UCCEG including Grace Schairer, Todd Layser, and Joe Molnar.  

  We were able to incorporate various types of music throughout the year including: Traditional  
Hymns, Contemporary Christian, Christian Rock, Bi-Lingual Music, Gospel, and Classical.  

 
I continue to be particularly encouraged by the talent of those involved with the music ministry program at  
UCCEG. I look forward to the day where we are able to safely have a choir or instrumentalists play  
together as I can only fathom what it would be like to blend the talents of those who currently volunteer.  
I look forward to another great year at UCCEG and the gradual return to normalcy. My vision for 2021 is  
growth! Growth of members of the church and thus growth of the music ministry program. I look forward  
to developing a plan to meet this goal by working closely with our growth committee and our current  
volunteers.  
 
Thanks so much and God Bless!  
 
Michael Hatala  
Director of Music Ministry  
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Roots & Roofs  
2020 Ann ual Report  

 
 
I began serving as worship leader for Roots and Roofs in August of 2020. Since then we 

have covered a variety of topics including  the Beatitudes, Advent, covenant, Epiphany 

(including a guest speaker), and are now exploring spiritual practices  to bring into our 

everyday lives. The average attendance is approximately 8 participants per week. As we 

move forward through 2021, I am focu sed on continued growth in Roots and Roofs 

attendance as well as increased community outreach and tithing. The nex t planning 

meeting for Roots and Roofs is February 8, 2021 . 

 
 
Maxwell Staley  
Roo ts & Roofs Worship Leader  
 
 
 
 


